Secret of Death-Deai no War Aufos
C!asely Guarded by Bﬂtzs i Officials

L 1 -

Armnre‘d Cars That Crussed 'Trem:he_s and Spread Terror Among
German Soldiers, Built in Parts in Many Factories So Foe
.-+ Could Get No Inkling ‘of.Tkeir Power.

Speclal Cable to THE NEW YORK TIMES
, LONDON, Sept.: 18.~British" officers
In London on short leave have given
THE NEW YORK TIMES correspondent a
description of the armored cara spoken
of in General Haig's report yesterday.
He called them “the superdreadnoughts
of the land.” The Evening Standa.rd
gives the following details:

“ Enp and’s [latest weapon of war is
nathlng more nor less -than a huge
land ship fully armored and eapable of
travellng at fair speed over the shell-
batltered and cratered terrain of Ple-
ardy. Designed, as they &are; to trav-

erse the most difficult country and to
sweep away all obstacles in thelr path
they naturally are of fairly large size,
with caterpillar wheels construdted to
cover the widest trench or shell hole
and to enable the vehicle to tackle al-
most any depth of, mire. Their crews
are protected by varylns numbers of

armored plates, any one of which is im-’
pervicus to machine gun or rifle fire
as well as shrapnel bullets, and -it is
aaserted that only a’ direct:hit from a

gun of large calibre could put ome of

these monsters out of commission,

** While from a defensive point of view
they are .Imost perfect, thelr offensive
qualities gre ceven superfor, and when
they have cleared a trench of the enemy
or have forced Lhe survivora Into the
shelter of their dugouts,” these Iand
ships—' tanks,' as the Tommiés prefer
to call them—have another little sur-
prise in store for the beaten enemy,
about which perhaps it were wise not
t0 say more.

'* Moat of the great englneer[ng works
In England can claim & share in the
production uvf these armoregd cars, -‘They
 are buiit in parts at different.factories
 in order to preserve the secret of their
. construction, and they are then assem-
bled at a central factory under the su-
' pervizion of expertz of the armored ear
“division.”

The Evening Star suggests a piceture
of the effect on the nerves of the Ger-
' mans, already shaken by artillery fire,
-when they saw these armored monsters
charging over the barbed wire and
i rough ground of No Man's-Land regard-
- less of the rifle and machine gun fire,
iat the same time that British aero-
ip!anes co-operated with the advance of
| the Infantry from close helght firlng on
the enemy on the ground. -

** The scene,” says The Evening Star,
'* when the huge steel monsters charged
the barbed wire and wvast birds flew
alopg the German trenches, must hase
recalled the terrors of prehistoric man
when dinosaurs and pterodactyls. as-
Isailed h;-..-: primitive cave dwelling.”

Secret Arouses Curin-ﬂ:a‘.

| The London Tlmes zays: * The refer-
ence in General Haigz's communiqué to
"the new 1ype of heavy armored cor

which has proven of conslderable util-t
is certain to arouse curlosity among'r

ity f
' soldiers and civilians alike. In the army
it bad been wkhispered for some days past
that the development of the ordinary
armored cars had successfully passed
the experimental stage and that they
were likely to be employed during the
next phase of the great offensive. Little
is known of  the actual construction’ of
the new vehicles. Those whe have seen
them have referred to thém myatericusly
as ‘ianks,” while the soldiers who helped
to handle them named them humorousiy
*willis.," It is evident from the nature
of the country over which any armored
car would be obliged to operate—a deso-

late, shell-torn, roadless and trench-in-:

tersected wlilderness—that no vehicle
mounted upon ordinary wheels could

‘hope to surmount the Innumerable oh-

haps
‘inge of the German infantry in thelir

gstacles to iis progress. It is obvious
also that to be of any practical utility
the armored car must he invulnerable
fo rifle and machine gun fire and shell
splinters. - The problem was how to com-
bine these various requlrements in any
aitomoblile struoctures.,

“ General Halg's message makes It
clear that the problem must have heen
succesafully aselved. Of the precise
quality of thelr utility we are told noth-
ing. "Whether it lay in the efficléncy

.of their armament. or in their success

In erushing down euch impedimenta to
an infantry advance as barbed wire,
can only be confectured. The gratify-
ing fact seems to be that our Inventors

-have not hesitated boldly to tread un-
.beaten f[.ua.l;hﬂ and to have sought in this

war of. machinery to glve practical
shape to ideas which, had they bpeen
concelved - by an Imaglnative novellst,
would have, been regarded ess fantasti-
eal. When the secrecy which rightly

"surrounds the constructiornn and use of
"this most recent additlon to our fight-

ing machines can be lifted, we may
be enebled to imagine the

elr-

shell-battered trenches. when in the un-
certain light of dawn they saw advanc-
ing upon them an arrazy of unearthly
monsaters cased In steel, spitting flre
and crawling laboriously, but ceaseless-
Iy, tovnr trench, barbed wire and shell
crator.”’

Ehe New Jork Eimes

Copyright © The New York Times
Originally published September 17, 1916

|

eel- |




