GERMANS FIRE LIQUID
THAT BLINDS VICTIMS

Many Killed at Armentieres by
New Poison—Especially
Fatal to Women.

HAZEBROUCK, France, Aug. 9. —
British medical officers are trying to
determine the nature of the.new poison
used, it is belleved for the first time, by
the (fermansg on the ¥rench town of Ar-
mentiéres. The poison bears a certain
resemblance to the gas which temporar-
ily blinded a large numher of British
troops a4 fortnight ago, but its effects
are infinitely more serlous.

A number of persons taken from Ar-
mentidres are in a grave condition.
Many have died in hospitals at Haze-
hrouek, Aire-on-the-I.ys and particu-
larly at St. Pol-on-the-Ternolse, where
most of the victims were taken.

‘The firat time the new poison was ob-
served it coincided with the firing into
the town of a hail of small shells of a
calibre insufficient to break the paving.
These contained neither powder nor gas,
but & colorless liquid which spread over
the soll, in the streets and in the court-
vards and gardens, Where the ghells
burst traces of the noxious liquld were
found hours afterward.

As the liguid evaporates it produces a
heavy gas which penetrates from room
to room and descends into cellars. It
s tenacious in character and seems to
take more vietims among women than
man, penetrating their halr, The fumes
of tobaceo seem to act a8 an antidote in
the vage of men,

The odor is variously described as re-
sembling that of acetylene, mignonette
or pungent mustard. The eaffects are
not lmmediate. Some (nhabitants of
Armentieres who inhaled the emanations
in the forenoon returned home without
experiencing any ill effects and took
luncheon, but five or 8ix hours later
they were obliged to take to bed and
their condition became rapidiv worse.

The vietims at first were affected in
the bronchial tubes, then their eves
swelled and evenumily they lost their
sight,  These symptoms were accom-
panied by a feeling of burning inside
and an inceasant ecough and fever. MThe
akin turned an earthy color and in sev-
eral caxes death followed rapidly, Oe-
caslonally, in addition to the symptoms
mentioned, the victims were affected by
terrible hallucinations and delirious
laughtaer, ;
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