GERMAINT'S EFFICIENCY IN WAFER. |

That ths Namur forts should have
capitulated In two days is far less sur-
.prising than that the Li2ge forta
éspould have resisted the German as-
_sault for more than three weeks. Even
the English critics of military affalrs
ggem te have permitted thelr minds to
be confused by the
- sturdy defense of Lieége. It was as-
{onishing because nobudy had looked
_{ﬁr geuch expieits of armse {rom the
“Belglane. and In some quarters the
hast} conclusion was reached that the
éﬂiﬁenc}' of the Germans in war had
‘m:!&n overrated. Nothing could be fur-
ther from the truth.
- It is a principle of German military
stratezy ta overwhelm the enemy by
an Immense superiority of farce. Lidge
ivas a mere prellminary. The German
army of assault was hardly more than
A& gmirong advance guard, the great
armies had mot been brought up and
‘t:he heavy sfege guns came inte posi-
tion many davs after the fighting be-
m- The Germans did not overwhelm
the' defenders of I.l2ge because they
had not directed men enough against
tﬁat point to adopt thelr traditional
tactics. The English critics intimate,
gi;‘s,nge}}‘ enough. that the early ca-
ﬁiliula.ﬂun of Namur mayv require
ﬁ:ﬁch' explaining. as if there had been
‘Iféachery. It is much more probable
‘l_t;af there the Germans advanced to
the assault with immense numbers
and Irresistible force. That is the
German plan wherever 11; can possibly
De adopted.

Not only are the German successes
in Belglum not surprising, but the al-
lles i must prepare for more * sur-
hrises " pf the same kind. It is well-
ﬁlgh impossible 1o overrate the effi-
ciency of the German nation In war.
1:; Is hardly too much to sav that It
makes a bueiness of war. To the
business pursuits of peace it has, of
course, paid great attention, alse., but
IYs industrin]l development has been
directiy tributary to the efficlency of
ithe war machine. QOut of the prosper-
ity of German manufactures and busi-
ness the cost of maintalning and
t:g_uipping AN enormous Army nas
T‘;gen defraved. A very great part of
tha. German people are professional
spldiers, they are trained. they are
always subject to the call to arms.
ot only that, but the very constiti-
tlon of the Government is precisely
what {s required for the highest mili-

' WiLLiaxm 11, is the
ruler of the German peocple, but his
uiterances continually show that In
" hi=s own mind he i{s first of all their
military chieftaln. Thus Germany has
the same military  chief through =zali
the reign of its Emperor,
Ipng he may git upon the throne. This
ia all-important for the permanence
and the high development of militar-
ffm. It is very different in Franoce,
where every few years a new Presi-
dent 1s elected and where the actual
Government. the Ministry, s subiect
t» overthrow whenever a Socialist
#'raup or a reactionary group is able
to form a majority cealltion with other
ETOUPS.

Russla iIs also a military Power. but

she falls far short of Germany's effi-
YWe gre told that the
("zar is now at the head of an army of
4 000,000 intent upon the invasion of
{zermany, and. that another army of
4,000,000 will follow the first. These
numbers would be a cause of amaze-
ment if they did not provoke amlies.
If the Russian armlies, in respect to
arganization, discipline, equipment,
were the equal of Germany's armies,
the immense German legions now
massed wupon the French {rontler
would be hurried back with all speed
{o defend their ecapital against the

wussian  advance. What Germany
thinks of Russla's military power is
- sllown by the fact that probably more
tlian three-fourths of her armed force
I:as heen hurled against France. Tt
iz,. of course, possible that within a
few days or weeks Germany may have
.i.‘gie gravest reasons to take thought
#pout the defense of her eastern fron-
‘tier, or even abut the safety of Ber:
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., Ttie allies evidently. count -upon-
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the operations of Russia .to .divert
some conslderable part of the German
forces who are preselng them so hard
on the Belgian and Luxemburg bsun-
daries. '

Already there is talk of the manner
cf the Germans’ advance on Paris,
YWe are told that they plan aln encir-
cling sweep toward the French capital.
All that is a trifle premature. 1t has
been often enough polntéd out that
the Belglans' resistance to the marck
across Lheir territory was unexpected,
and that the Germans are now fight-
ing the battlez which they had expect-
ed would be decided three weeks ago.
The actusal Invasion of France has but
just begun, and the long llne of her
fortifications from Dunkirk to the
SBwies border are vet to be reckoned
with. These defenses are modern and
well planned. France hes a pgreat
army, and she has as a reinforcement
the English troops, whose numbers
are unknown, but are probably much
In excess of 100,000, mostly well-
trained men. There will be & good
deal of fighting before the Germans
can approach Paris, which Is B0 Wwell
defended by Itz ringe of great forts
that siege operations would have to be
carried on upon an enormous scale,
would be necessarily prolonged, and of
uncertain resuif. DMesnwhile the anor-
mous cost and destructiveness of war
will be ne less exhausting for Ger-
many than for the allies.

There are chances to be consldered,
too. There is the chance that by sheer
welght of numbers Ruasla meay threat-
en Germany in the east In such a way
88 to demand serious measures of de-
fense. Awustrin already finds little
Servia more than 2 match for her, so
that Germany could perhaps not count
upon her ally to look out for the east-
ern frontler. Ttaly proclaims her in-
tentlon to maintaln her newrtrality, but
she 18 under great temptation as well
as great provocation. She may yvet he
drawn into the war. Jepan was with-
in a few months of finaneclal exhaus-

tlon at the time she concluded her

treaty with Russia. It I8 possible that
the limit of this war may be set byv
conditions of that nature.
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